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“The purpose [of WordNet] is twofold: to produce a 
combination of dictionary and thesaurus that is more 
intuitively usable, and to support automatic text analysis 
and artificial intelligence applications”

“The goal of WordNet was to develop a system that would 
be consistent with the knowledge acquired over the years 
about how human beings process language”

     
   (Wikipedia: WordNet)
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Contents
 Using WordNet for human users
 Using DanNet for The Danish Dictionary (DDO)

 online version 2009
 Future perspectives for the electronic dictionary
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Using WordNet for human users
 Internet viewers

 visual or textual presentation
 http://wordnet-online.com 

http://www.visualthesaurus.com 
http://www.visuwords.com 
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?s=

 problem: large results, overview
 starting point for thesauri, improving existing 

dictionaries
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Using DanNet for DDO
 solve language production needs: “find the right 

word” 
I   general public

 improve lexical knowledge: language and 
linguistics teaching
   language specialists, teachers
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Using DanNet for DDO
 semasiological queries (traditional entry)

 improve existing entries: add synonyms, antonyms, 
sister terms

 onomasiological queries (thesaurus)
 separate search mode
 priority to hypernym hierarchy
 problem: large results, overview



11/25

Onomasiological
search mode

Other words with 
similar meaning 
(DanNet sisters)
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group according to

purpose

parts construction

ontological type
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superordinate term

used for: [goods]

used for: [person]

used for: [driving]

has as part: [motor]

used for: [transportation]

has as part: [wheel]
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ancestors
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cup beverage

container

tea cup teahandle

drink

contain
hypernym

used_for

hyponym

used_for_object

hyponym

has_mero_part

used_for used_for_object

Reusing WordNet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary
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Reusing WordNet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

 Learners’ perspective
practise semantic fields
pictures, sounds, animations
vocabulary overview in entries
examples: string instruments, kitchen utensils, 

word classes, diseases

w
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Reusing wordnet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

http://lexin.nada.kth.se/lexin.html
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Reusing wordnet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

CALD, CD-ROM
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Reusing WordNet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

 Learners’ perspective
practise semantic fields
pictures, sounds, animations
vocabulary overview in entries
examples: string instruments, kitchen utensils, 

word classes, diseases
refining the hyponym hierarchy
 subdivide large hyponym groups (manually)

 ranking: similarity measure (entries sharing relations)
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Reusing WordNet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

 Crosswords help
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Reusing wordnet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

Fun and entertainment: crossword help

www.wordplays.com
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Reusing WordNet data:
further perspectives for the electronic dictionary

 Crosswords help

fullform lexicon (DDO)
free text search
search for inflected forms

search within a particular field (DanNet)
sport: _ _ _ _ _ s

DDO: 348 results (without inflected forms)
DDO and DanNet: 3 results (isdans = ‘ice 

dance’, tennis, diskos)

)

improvements
more words and synsets
proper names
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